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A Byers Green couple who
were forced to postpone their
wedding, have just won a
dream wedding worth up to
£25,000 in a TFM Radio
competition.
Matthew Hulbert , 31, a soldier
for over 13 years, and Kendra
Blackett , 23, who left the army
after six years to set up a
Military Fitness Training
Business locally, met four years
ago, whilst serving together in
Germany. As Matthew tells the
story: ÒKendra was on a
promotion course, and I was
her Drill SergeantÓ. She lost
out on the promotion, but won
on romance. ÒThat was the last
time I gave her ordersÓ, says
Matt, ÒIt's been the other way
around ever since then! In
April, Matt proposed to Kendra
Ð on top of the Eiffel Tower Ð
and she accepted. Ever since
they have been trying to plan
their wedding, but have found
it difficult to set a definite date
for the big event, due to the
many constraints Ð a serving

BYERS GREEN COUPLE WIN 'DREAM WEDDING' by Alan Marron

soldier is rarely if ever in
charge of his own life.
Kendra and Matt saw the 'Five
Br ides ,  One Wedding '
competition, run by Radio
TFM in conjunction with
Jennings Motor Dealers and
other sponsors, as a lifeline Ð
but so did many other love-
struck couples Ð over 600
couples applied, and were

quickly whittled down to a
short-list of 20. For those lucky
couples, it was off to 'Bridal
Boot-Camp' at the Crathorne
Hall Hotel on 15th April. At
'Boot Camp' the twenty couples
were faced with a number of
challenges designed to test their
enthusiasm, wackiness and
how romantic they were. By
the end of the camp, the twenty
couples were cut again Ð to just
five! Then it all came down to
a frantic week of fund raising
for the charity 'Cash for Kids'
formerly called 'Make a Child
Smile', set up to help sick,
disabled or deprived children
from Tees Valley , North
Yorkshire and County Durham.
Kendra and Matthew raised a
mammoth total of £13,753.20
in one week Ð over £5,000
more than the next nearest
couple. The prize that they have
earned for themselves includes:
The Wedding Ð Crathorne Hall,
near Yarm is providing the
venue, with red carpet arrival
and drinks, the reception, with
full three course meal and
champagne toast plus evening
reception, with finger buffet.
The Bride's dress, Bridesmaid
dresses and accessories by
'Truly Beautiful'; consultation
and hire of the groom's suit,
together with a further five for

the best man and groom's party,
from MW Menswear. The
outfit for the mother of the
bride will be supplied by The
Dressing Room, Yarm. Top
jewellers Beaverbrooks are
supplying exclusive wedding
rings. Flowers by Sandra Rose
of Yarm; a cake of up to four
tiers, by Iced Jems; a Rolls
Royce to carry the bride from

her home to the venue on her
big day, provided by Prestige
& Classic Cars; a full wedding
day photography service,
including provision of a 30
page wedding album, courtesy
o f  Te r r y  B l a c k b u r n
Photography. A full wedding
planner service wil l  be
provided to ensure that nothing
is allowed to spoil the big day.
All told, it adds up to quite a
package, but the real winners
are the children who will be
helped by 'Cash for Kids'. As
Matthew said earlier, ÒWorking
for Cash for Kids, we have the
opportunity to help local
underprivileged children.
While we'd love to win, it is
all about raising money for a
very worthwhile cause, and
even if we don't win, at least
we wi l l  have made a
differenceÓ. The five couples
who reached the last stage of
the competition, together raised
over £40,000 for the charity,
and that cannot be anything but
for the good.

The Winning couple, Matthew Hulbert and Kendra Blackett.




