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Binchester Fort is to be
the home of a major new
p u b l i c  e x c a v a t i o n
beginning this summer
and wrapping up in 2014.
The for t  was once
considered that largest
Roman fort in Durham
a n d  w i l l  n o w  b e
resurrected through an
exciting new project.
Archaeologists hope to
g a i n  a  b e t t e r
understanding of the
important site during the
next  f ive summers.
American archaeology
students from Stanford
University, California,
will join with Durham
University students and
also members of the
A r c h i t e c t u r a l  a n d
Archaeological Society
of Northumberland and
Durham, in order to dig

HAVE A 'ROME' AROUND BINCHESTER FORT

deeper into the siteÕs
coveted history.
Binchester Fort, known
to  t he  Romans  as
Vinovia, encloses a 1,700

year old under floor
heating system situated
in the siteÕs Roman bath
house, considered to be
the best preserved of its
kind in Britain.
Experts believe the fort
commanded the main
road that  ran f rom
HadrianÕs Wall to the
a r m y Õs  l e g i o n a r y
headquarters in York. ItÕs
also said to have housed
various troops from
across  the  Empi re ,
including Spanish and
German soldiers.
Durham County Council
is encouraging members
of the public to visit the
site, costing £2.25 for
adults, £1.00 for children
(aged 5 to 16) and
concessions (OAPs,
students with NUS card,
unemployed). Larger
groups and school parties
n e e d  t o  b o o k  v i a
appointment through the
council.

Access for the disabled
and those with prams has
been provided wi th
to i le ts ,  re f reshment
facilities and a shop also

being provided. Guided
tours, workshops and a
school room are on hand
for school groups or
small parties (50 max).
Opening t imes vary
throughout the summer,
but it is currently open
11am till 5pm (weekdays
on l y ) .  Fo r  f u r t he r
information visit Durham
County CouncilÕs website
- www.durham.gov.uk or
contact the visitor centre
on (01388) 663089.
The excavations are being
carried out under the
overall direction of Dr
David Mason, County
Archaeologist, Durham
County Council and with
the kind permission of the
Church Commissioners
(landowners) and Gordon
and Julie Sedgewick
(tenant farmers).

Some of the 45 students on site this week       photo © David Petts.

Every Friday: KatieÕs Karaoke

Sat 13th June
ERIK LEE Superb Vocalist

Sun 14th June afternoon
GILL CHARLES Terrific Vocalist

Sat 20th June
RICHIE ÔCÕ Ace Vocalist

Sun 21st June afternoon
GEORGE WILLIAMSON

Award Winning Vocal

Sat 27th June
CHELSEA BROOKES

Great Vocaliste

Sun 28th June afternoon
DANNY BONNA

Superb Vocalist

ÔPremier Entertainment VenueÕ
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