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According to old wisdom,
wheels turn full circle, and
as a result history repeats
itself every now and again.
That certainly seems true
here at Spennynews, where
we're all proud to have
brought the town's favourite
read back home. To produce
a fortnightly paper requires
a massive team effort, where
each plays their part in
m u t u a l  t r u s t  a n d
understanding. Our new
look, unveiled last issue,
gives us an opportunity to
tell you about one part of the
team you might easily
overlook Ð although without
his contribution you would
not be reading this now Ð
our printer.
Local historian James J.
Dodds, in his History of the
U r b a n  D i s t r i c t  o f
Spennymoor (1897) tells us
that  there were two
newspapers set up in
Spennymoor, one by Mr.
Ellis, the other by Mr.
Weatherall, and both came
into being on the very same

day. The town was large
enough to support  a
newspaper, but not two, so
both  qu ick ly  ceased
publication Ð only to be
replaced a few years later,
not by one new paper, but
three! Of these three, one
outlasted the others Ð the
Spennymoor and Tudhoe

Chronicle, published by Mr.
J. Snowball. It finally failed
as a result of the miner's
strike of 1892. Dodds
records: 'É since then the
town has had to depend for
its local news upon the
generosity of editors from a
distance.'
The new millennium brought
t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f
Spennynews Ð volunteer led
and run Ð and the wheel
really has turned full circle,
because the paper is now
typeset and printed at the
Park Parade premises of J.
Snowball and Son, now run
by Spencer Snowball, great
grandson of the founder, and
fourth generation of the
respected printing family.
Spencer takes all of the
technical aspects of printing
a newspaper in his stride, he
typesets the stories and turns
the digital photographs into
printable media ready to be
run on a 20 year old
Heidelberg press. The press
prints both sides of the sheet
at a single pass, with four
pages on each side, and they
go on to be guillotined and
trimmed to size. The final
stage of the production chain
is to load four bins, each with
a separate page of the
publication, and feed these

into the collator, a machine
that takes one sheet from
each bin, and squares them
up with each other before
folding them to finally
produce the paper you've
come to recognise and love.
To see Spennynews being
printed is something I shall
never forget.

Spennynews is a community
newspaper and to fill it with
local news stories we need
a great degree of community
involvement. Churches,
groups representing the old,
young, women, men, drama
and the arts, or sports, all
have a right to send their
news items in for possible
publication. You don't need
to be visited by one of our
volunteers in order to access
our pages. Our contact
details are clearly printed on
our masthead above. E-mail
y o u r  s t o r y  t o
contact@spennynews.com
attach a picture (.jpeg or .gif)
or telephone (07852) 293196
if you'd like further advice
or information. If you leave
items for inclusion in the
paper at the Public Library
in Cheapside, and want your
picture returned, please
include a stamped, addressed
envelope.
The wheel has turned full
circle, and at Spennynews
we're right back where we
belong!




