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Eighteen year old John
Costello lives right here
inÊSpennymoor but has only
recently returned from South
Africa after successfully
competing in the World Field
Target Championships. John
was actually in joint first
place at the end of the
competition, resulting in an
exciting Ôshoot outÕ to decide
the overall winner. John
narrowly lost out to fellow
E n g l i s h m a n  J a m e s
Woodhead, achieving 2nd
p lace  f rom the  109
competitors entered in the
competition.
John first developed an
interest in shooting when he
was just 11 years old,
attending Thorn DellÊField
Target Club inÊBishop
M i d d l e h a m .  H e
quicklyÊdevelopedÊa talent
for the sport and began to
shoot competitively under
the auspices of North East
Field Target Association
(NEFTA) and The British

Field Target Association
(BFTA). As he gained further
experience, he began to
demonstrate his skillÊin the
sport, competing in junior
events alongside youngsters
more or less his ownÊage and

achieving many successes
along the way.
John reached the age of 18
in August and now competes
on an equal footing against
adultÊmen and women from
clubs across the country,
some w i thÊfa r  more
experience. Despite this, he
has continued to prove his
ability, recently gaining 3rd
place inÊtheÊEuropean
Champ ionsh ips  he ld
inÊWeston Park, Stafford.Ê
JohnÕs girlfriend Katie and
all of the Costello family are
justifiably proud of his
success.Ê
Lennie Mensforth, the
membership secretary of
Thorn Dell Field Target Club
said, "I've known John for
aboutÊsix years and he is a
wonderful person to know.
He will always take the time
to talk or to give you tips on
shooting. While most of us
have to put in a lot of
practice, John seems to be
one of the natural shots and
he seems to have no nerves
about entering competitions.
As for his future, the sky is
his limit; it's a pity that more
shooting achievements like
John's aren't printed in
theÊpress, as we only seem

to hear about guns when they
are linked to crime."Ê
A spokesperson from
SpennymoorÊPolice Office
comments, ÒThis is an
excellent achievement for
one of the town's young

residents and allows us an
opportunity to promote safe
and responsible use of
firearms in our area. We
would encourage anyone
with an interest in guns to
j o i n  a n  a p p r o v e d
organisation or club and to
ensure that they fully comply
with the law regarding safe
u s e  a n d  l i c e n c i n g
requirements. Advice is
available on the Durham
P o l i c e  w e b s i t e
www.durham.police.ukÊby
accessing the information
and advice link and selecting
firearms licencing.' 'If
readers do not have access
to the internet, they can
collect leaflets from the
police office, or if you would
prefer to speak to someone
by telephone, please call the
pol ice non-emergency
number 0345 6060365 and
ask for Keith Lownds or Neil
LangthorneÊin Spennymoor
Police Office.Ó Ê




