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Spennymoor Boxing Club
have just returned from a trip
to Las Vegas. The club was
formed by Robert Ellis in
1991, with the goal of
keeping kids off street
corners and enabling them
to travel the world through
the amazing sport of
boxing.ÊEighteen years have
now passed and Robert says,
ÒWe are still in the process
of changing peoples lives.
With the help of fantastic
sponsors and help from
peop le  in  the  loca l
community, the club has just
returned from a trip to Las
Vegas which is known as the
boxing capital and is a place
that I have dreamed of taking
the club for many yearsÓ.ÊA
team of 23 travelled,
including 17 boxers from the
age of twelve years and
upwards. Six coaches
accompanied them and
Robert acknowledged ÒItÕs
a huge responsibility taking
youngsters across the world

to compete; this would not
have been possible without
the hard work and dedication
of all the coaching staff.Ó
ÒThe Las Vegas team was
greatly impressed by the way
ou r  t eam p resen ted
themselves, both in training
sessions and on fight night.
The Spennymoor team were

kitted out in matching
t racksu i t s  and  caps
sponsored by Avec and I was
proud to be walking beside
them.ÊThe overall score on
the night was 8-5 to Las
Vegas, but all of the bouts
were close, Robert is keen
for people to see that there
is so much more to the sport
than two people hitting each
other in a boxing ring; the
m e m b e r s  m u s t  b e
discipl ined, spending
months of preparation,
including sparring sessions
and long runs, plus they
must eat a good diet and
control their weight.ÊClub
members t ravel  long
distances to boxing shows
and they benefit from
learning to take the defeats
as well as the wins. The club
also works closely with the
local schools to ensure that
every aspect of a boxer is
moni tored.Ê Respect ,
punctuality and discipline
are a priority in the gym, and
they have an anti-drugs and
anti- bullying policy.Ê
The coaching staff give their
valuable time free of charge,
but the rewards can be
immense when they see that
they are moulding young
peop le  in to  sk i l fu l ,
respectable members of our
community. During this

process, they are making
champ ions  who  a re
hopefully good enough to
represent England and
hope fu l l y  t he  2012
Olympics. Back in June
2008, Robert contacted The
Spennynews, asking us to
publish details of a campaign
to improve the gym facilities

within the leisure centre.
Readers were asked to
support their expansion plans
by writing letters of support
to the leisure centre. It has
obviously taken time to
reach this point, but in
November, the club will
finally move the short
distance to their new,
improved facilities. Robert
told us ÒI would like to take
this opportunity to thank
everybody who has helped
us over the years, especially
sponsors, coaches and
parents. Spennymoor Boxing
Club is known worldwide,
and I hope you are as proud
of this club as I am. Also I
hope local people will
continue to give their
backing toÊour life-changing
club.Ó Readers who are
interested in finding out
more about the club, or
would be interested in
offering sponsorship can
contact them on 07968
205043.
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