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A new Skills Centre,
about to open this month
on the site of the former
Sedgefield Borough
Training premises in
Merrington Lane, will
lead the fight to equip
the unemployed with
vital work skills.
T h e  S k i l l s  a n d
Employment Centre is
the major part of phase
t h r e e  o f  t h e
r e d e v e l o p m e n t  o f
B i s h o p  A u c k l a n d
College, and has cost
almost half of the total
budgeted for the project.
Purpose built to the very
highest of industrial
standards, the building
will add to the facilities
already existing on what
many wil l  term the
College's Spennymoor
Campus, and will aim to
equip local people with

the skills necessary to
give them an edge in the
jobs market, as well as
offering apprenticeship

t r a i n i n g  t o  a n
except iona l ly  h igh
degree.
Although the Centre will
specialise in teaching
construction industry
skills -Ê electricians,
plumbing and heating
engineers, joiners, and
bricklayers in its' state
of the art workshops, it
also boasts classrooms,
a Resource Centre, IT
Suite and Cafeteria, as
well as having ample
parking space for the
s tudents  and the i r
instructors.
But the centre is not just
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h
apprenticeship training,
it will also offer courses
to help the unemployed,
as well as lone parents
who want to equip
themselves with real job
skills Ð the kind that
employers need their
work force to have.
Clients can enrol on
'routeway courses', with

Ê College staff on the 'stairway to success' (Photo: Alan Marron)

training tailored to suit
the  needs o f  each
individual, to help themÊ
make a rapid return to

work Ð or to sel f -
employment.
Courses like 'Gateway
to Work' ,  which is
already proving to be a
great success, with 40%
of people completing the
10 day course, finding
employment! There are
even courses to allow
clients to brush up their
English or Maths, Health
and Safety, and help with
CV preparation.
You can find out more
a b o u t  t h e
apprenticeships on offer
at an Open Evening on
T h u r s d a y  2 6 t h
N o v e m b e r ,  f r o m
4.30pmÊ to 7.00pm.
For further information
on the new centre and
its' high-tech facilities,
call Camilla Races on
(01388) 825824.




