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Established in Spennymoor for 30 years
Trophies and Engraving - New catalogues available

Spennymoor's Leisure
Centre is probably best
known for it's swimming
pool, sports halls and
function rooms. That first
changed on 24th May 2006,
when Helen Goodman MP
officially opened the new
state of the art Regional
G y m n a s i u m  C e n t r e ,
marking the climax of four
y e a r s  o f  p l a n n i n g ,
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d
construction work by the
then Sedgefield Borough
Council.
The Centre boasts a floor
area measuring 40 metres
x  2 5  m e t r e s ,  a n d
i n c o r p o r a t e s  a
revolutionary sprung floor
design that enables all
gymnastic disciplines to be
performed on the same
level. When London hosts
the Olympic Games in
2012,  some nat iona l
gymnastics teams will be
based at the Centre Ð one

of the finest in the country
Ð for final training prior to
the games.
The Leisure Centre, now
under County Council
ownership, adds yet another
new facility this month, in
its continuing quest to
provide something for
every member of  the
community. Also originally
planned and developed by
the  fo rmer  Borough

Council, the new Arts
Resource adds yet another
d imension to  le isure
facilities in the town.Ê The
Arts Resource will provide
a large walk- through
gallery with ample wall
space for the hanging of
paintings or photographs,
as well as display cabinets
for other forms of artwork.
A cafŽ area will be run by
the Kiln Room (formerly
the  C lay  Ca fŽ)  and
willÊalso provide a studio
for their ceramic painting
devotees. Although not
originally planned, it has
now been decided that the
ca fŽ  shou ld  p rov ide
additional tables in the
gallery area itself, allowing
diners to eat in the middle
of the gallery amongst the
displays.
In an effort to show that
the Leisure Centre is, and
always has been, part of
the town centre, the height
o f  shrubbery  a t  the
Cheapside-High Street
entrance will be reduced to
provide increased visibility.
It is also hoped that an Arts
Festival may be organised,
probably in the summer,
which will combine the
new resource with local
community centres and
Spennymoor Settlement,
but this is still in the early
planning stage and no firm
details are available at the
time of writing.

People in County Durham
could soon have even greater
influence over the way their
towns and communities
develop. Durham County
Council is proposing to
change the way it deals with
p lans  and  p lann ing
applications in order to give
members of the public more
say in the process. Members
of the authorityÕs Cabinet
met recently and agreed to
carry out consultation to find
out how people would prefer
to be involved.
The council has put together
a draft  Statement of
Community Involvement,
which residents will be
asked to comment on. The
document sets out five main
principles for ensuring
people can have their say on
planning proposals.
* Tell communities about
emerging policies and
proposals in good time
* Enable communities to put

f o r w a r d  i d e a s  a n d
suggestions and participate
in developing proposals and
options
* Consul t  on formal
proposals
* Ensure that consultation
takes place in accessible
locations and at appropriate
times
* Provide and seek feedback
Cllr Neil Foster, Durham
County CouncilÕs Cabinet
Member for Regeneration
and Economic Development,
said, ÒOur aim is to create a
more inclusive planning
system, which provides as
many opportunit ies as
possible for people to
participate in decisions that
affect their local area. We
want to encourage and enable
residents to get involved at
all stages of the planning
process, from the initial
stages of developing a
proposal to making the final
decision on an application.Ó




