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Work to renovate the
dilapidated St PaulÕs Church
Hall in Spennymoor got
underway at the end of
January.ÊThe 12-week
project will see a complete
refurbishment of the interior
and will create a centre that
is right at the heart of the
community, bringing a much

needed social environment
for local residents and a place
for young people to make as
their own.Ê
New facilities will include a
youth chil l  out room,
community cafŽ open daily,
corporate catering for
weddings and functions in
pleasant new surroundings,

a large hall for hire with
facilities for community
groups, and it is hoped in
the near future, a community
cinema.
The initial redevelopment
would have seen a second
storey added and a complete
external facelift, but a
funding blow just weeks
before the building work
was due to start meant the
project had to be scaled
back.  The vicar, the Revd
Lynda Gough said, ÒWe are
really pleased to be able to
start work, to get something
there for the community,
otherwise with the poor state
it is in, I think we would
have lost it completely in a
couple of years. The
Parochial Church Council
would like to thank those
funders who have backed
the project including
Sedgefield Borough Council
(now Durham County
Council) for a grant from
LIP, Be Enterprising, The
ClothworkersÕ Trusthouse
and Garf ie ld Weston
Foundations and Lankelly
Chase. Any individuals or
local companies who would
like to donate towards
additional furnishings and
equipmentÊare asked to
contact the Revd Lynda
Gough on 01388 815471.

Revd Lynda Gough and Tony Kirkup, church hall manager outside the building as work began.

Spennymoor Area Action
Partnership (AAP), in
conjunct ion wi th  the
Positive Action for Young
People Team, are planning
a Fiesta event set to take
place on Friday February
12th.
The event will be free for
young people aged 13
to16Êand will be hosted by
Galaxy FM Radio.  This is
one of a number of projects
that the AAP is piloting in
the area to provide more
activities for children and
teenagers.Ê
L i ve  mus i c  and  DJ
workshops will entertain
youngsters, who will also
be encouraged to take part
in health and beauty, dance
and art activities. Computer
games, a steel pans music
workshop and a boxing
demonstration, provided by
Spennymoor Boxing Club,
will also be on offer on the

night.
Agnes Armstrong, Chair of
the Spennymoor Area
Action Partnership, said,
ÒWe expect the event to be
a resounding success and
real attraction for young
people in our area. We hope
that this will be the first of
many projects that the
Spennymoor AAP puts in
place for young people and
t e e n a g e r s  i n  o u r
communities and we hope
that local residents will
support all of the projects
we plan to deliver.Ó
Those  i n t e res ted  i n
attending need to obtain a
w r i s t  b a n d  f r o m
Spennymoor  Le i su re
Centre or Spennymoor
Youth Centre to guarantee
entry.
For further details about the
event contact Anne Hardy
on 01388 816331 or Diane
Major on 01388 720911.




