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F a m i l i e s  i n  K i r k
Merr ingtonÊare be ing
asked for their views on
proposa ls  fo r  a  new
p r i m a r y  s c h o o l
building.ÊDurham County
Council is proposing to
provide a new building,
o f f e r i n g  i m p r o v e d
facilities for children, staff
a n d  t h e  l o c a l
community.ÊAn event was
held at the school on
W e d n e s d a y  1 0 t h
FebruaryÊto give people
the chance to find out more
and give their  v iews.
The school,  on South
View,Êis  cur rent ly  in
premises which are in need
of modernisation in order
to be able to provide pupils
w i th  a  21s t  cen tu ry
education.
The new-build proposals
would see the old building
replaced with a single-
storey, highly sustainable
school which would offer
a st imulating learning

environment.ÊIt would also
allow for additional pupils
who may wish to join the
school as a result of new
housing being built in the
a rea .  Cu r ren t l y,  t he
capacity of the school is
for 77 pupils aged 4 - 11.
The new build school
would have capacity for
120 pupils of the same age

group, representing an
increase of 43 places.
The overall design of the
new school would be done
in consultation with the
staff, governors, pupils
and the local community
to ensure that it meets the
schoolÕs needs and also
prov ides  a  range o f
services for local people.Ê
The school would be built
on the same site as the
existing school but access
for cars and other vehicles
w o u l d  b e  m o v e d
approximately 50 metres
along the C36 road to
Chilton, which would be
expected to improve safety
for  both dr ivers and
pedestrians.
Building work would take
place on the exist ing
school playing field and
pupils would transfer into
the new school before the
old building is demolished
to make way for a new
playing f ield. This is
designed to resul t  in
minimum disruption to
childrenÕs learning.ÊIt is
anticipated that the new
school could be open in
September 2012.
Local people, including
parents, carers and those
with an interest in the
pr imary school ,  were
invited to the event at the

school, but people can also
fill in consultation forms,
w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n
distributed in the local
community, or email their
v i e w s  t o
schoolorganisation@durh
am.gov.uk.Ê
Any person may submit
comments on the proposal
by  pos t i ng  t hem to

Ch i ld ren  and  Young
People's Services (School
Organisation and Capital
Projects Team), Business
Reply Service LicenceÊNo.
D U 6 3  ( F R E E P O S T ) ,
County Hall,  Durham.
DH1 5BR.ÊAll responses
must be received by 28th
February.




