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Most readers will now be
aware of the fire which
destroyed Adan House
Surgery at approximately
6.00pm on Saturday 6th
March, and the resulting
problems experienced by
residents seeking healthcare
in the two weeks which have
now passed. We understand
that two children have now
been identified as being
responsible for the blaze and
both are understood to be
below the age of criminal
responsibility.
Regular readers will know
that The Spennynews has a
strict policy on all letters and
articles which are submitted
t o  u s  f o r  p o s s i b l e
publication, We must always
have the full name, address
and, wherever possible, a
contact telephone number so
that we can verify the source
of the information. We have
taken the unusual step of
making an exception to our
policy in this instance in
view of the exceptional

circumstances.
The following letter  was
sent to us anonymously via
email on Sunday 7th March,
having already been posted
as an on-line comment on a
local newspaper's website.
The original letter has since
attracted many comments
from people across the
region, not all of them
constructive.
The original letter is
published in full;
"I really really do not know

how to post this, but I know
I have to. I am the father of
one of the boys who have
caused th is  dreadfu l
incident, to say I am in the
deepest shock does not even
start to cover what has
happened. My words will
not begin to cover the shame
my son has brought to our
house,  let  a lone the
disruption to the people of
Spennymoor.  My wife and
I woke up this morning to
discover that our son was
partly responsible for this
tragic incident and we are
in a state of shock. Our son
has always, and I do mean
always, been brought up to
never play with matches or
lighters, and to actually see
what he and his friend has
done, beggars belief. I know
my words will not make
amends to the people of
Spennymoor or the staff of
the surgery, I can only
w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  a n d
sincerely offer an apology.
I will be making sure my
son fully understands his
utterly thoughtless actions,
and the consequences
caused to the people of
Spennymoor, my only
consolation is that nobody
got physically hurt, but I feel
Spennymoor will feel the
hurt of this tragedy for a long
while. Once more, I offer on
behalf of my son, our
heartfelt apologies."
On Monday 8th March we
received a personal apology

from the boy himself;
" D e a r  p e o p l e  o f
Spennymoor I was so stupid
for what I have done to the
doctors. My friend and me
found some matches in the
bush at the leisure centre and
we lit them, we chucked
them in the bin and thought
they would go out, but we
got really scared so we went
home, but we didn't mean
for it to all go up in flames.
I am really really sorry, I
didn't mean for it to happen,
I'm really really sorry and
hope you can forgive me, I
promise never to do anything
like this ever again."
His father then wrote, "The
above is certainly not going
to bring the surgery back,
but I sincerely hope that
people take this in the spirit
it is meant, from a child who
is only just beginning to
realise exactly what he and
his friend have done, there
are also letters he has written
for the fire service, and the
staff of the surgery, which

will be delivered to them in
due course. Once more I can
only express my deepest
sorrow that this has actually
happened and I sincerely
hope that everybody affected
can in some small way find
it in their hearts to forgive
this gross act of stupidity and
ignorance. Again I humbly
a s k  t h e  p e o p l e  o f
Spennymoor for forgiveness
on behalf of my son, and rest
assured he is being punished,
and will continue to be
punished for a very long time
to come".
Children donÕt always
consider the consequences
of their actions and this
appears to be a prime
example.  It is, however, an
ideal opportunity for parents
to discuss the issues with
their own children and to
explain how a single act can
affect the lives of literally
thousands of people in their
community.  Lessons must
be learned and we must
focus on the future.
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