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On Tuesday 23rd and
Wednesday 24th March,
Spennymoor celebrated in
100 ways in the leisure
centre and the celebrations
were open to everyone.
Wendy Minhinnett  is the
local Extended Services
Development Officer and
her role enables her to
develop projects through
schoo ls  that  prov ide
e x t e n d e d  l e a r n i n g
opportunities for children,
young people and families.
While volunteering in a
school in Washington DC
12 years ago, Wendy first
experienced the tradition of
celebrating 100 days of
learning. Little did she
know that over a decade
later she would bring the
idea to Spennymoor !
Wendy explained  the
concept during a regular
S p e n n y m o o r Ê Ê H e a d
teachers meeting in July
2009. Luckily, all present
thought it was a great idea
and so the Spennymoor 100

Days of LearningÊstory
began.
Sixteen nursery, primary
and secondary schools
began their countdown
b a c k  i n  S e p t e m b e r
2009.ÊEach school took a
unique approach and came
up withÊsome amazing and
i n n o v a t i v e  w a y s  t o
incorporate the idea into
the school curriculum.
It was agreed that  a joint
school celebration would
be held in the leisure centre
to enable each school to
showcaseÊwhat the 100
days had meant to them.
The initial decision to
extend the celebration to
parentsÊdeveloped into
someth ing a l together
bigger when they later
s e t Ê t h e m s e l v e s  t h e
challenge of trying to
ce lebra te  100 th ings
currently happening in
Spennymoor to fit with the
theme.
T h e  ' C e l e b r a t i n g
Spennymoor in 100 Ways'

idea was finally approved
inÊJanuary, leaving only
two months to organise
everything. They needn't
have worr ied though,
because as word began to
spread,  groups came
forward and they quickly
reached the i r  target .
And so, on Tuesday 23rd
March, Spennymoor really
did showcase and celebrate
100 things thatÊareÊgoing
on for children, families
and the wider community.
The event showed that
Spennymoor really is a
place to be proud of and
this was confirmed by
many of the providers who
attended.
Wendy told us, " The
evening was a huge success
and much bigger than I
ever imagined. On behalf
of Spennymoor Extended
Services, I would like to
thank all the children,
p a r e n t s ,  f a m i l i e s ,
community groups and
providers who supported
the event. I wish I could
name everyone in person
as so many people came
together to make this event
a success. I would however
like to give a special thank
you to the leisure centre
staff, Agnes Armstrong,
'Team 100' (including eight
young volunteers from
Spennymoor School who
were an essential part of
the team). These young

people will receive a UFA
young leaders award and a
special reward trip for their
d e d i c a t i o n  a n d
commitment. We could not
have done it without them.
Primary school teachers
and community members
commented  on  the i r
e n t h u s i a s m ,
helpfulnessÊÊand leadership
skills. These young people
should truly be proud of
themselves. Also special
thanks to all head teachers

who said 'yes' toÊthe idea
in the first place, helping
to plant the seed for such a
big event.Ê
Attendees were encouraged
 to leave comments about
the event  -  we have
repeated some of the
comments on the following
pages, but Spennymoor
Town C le rk  Pau l ine
Waterson summed up the
feeling with the following
comment, 'Just a quick note
to say you and your team
did an excellent job with
last nightÕs event, everyone
there seemed  to be really
enjoying it and there was a
good sense of community
spirit and pride in what the
town can achieve when all
the organizat ions get
together. BRILLIANT. You
should be really proud of
yourself because I know it
takes true grit to motivate
people and bring people
together. THANK YOU
and real ly well  done.

Spennynews Chairman Geoff OÕHehir and Alan Marron
prepare to celebrate




