
Page 1Spennynews Saturday, 17th April, 2010

www.spennynews.com Spennymoor, Saturday, 17th April, 2010 Issue 165

Published fortnightly

A Spennymoor woman, who
trained in nursing after
leaving school and went on
to nurse patients all over the
world, celebrated her 100th
birthday on 1st April this
year at her home in Lothian
House, Clyde Terrace.
Vera Burton took up a
nursing post in South Africa
when she was in her early
twenties and a few years
later went to work in Egypt
after being promoted.ÊVera,
who says she loved her
work, must have been pretty
good at it too, because she
went on to work as a
Welfare Officer for the
Soldiers, Sailors, Airman
and Families Association
(SSAFA) in Germany, as a
result of which she met her
future husband. Richard was
an army Major, and the
couple married in 1945,
returning home to Blighty
on their retirement, to take
up farming in Cornwall.
A few years after the death
of her husband in the late

nineties, Vera moved back
home to Spennymoor and
moved into a flat in Lothian
House. Vera's niece, Jean
Brain, recalled how her

mother used to love playing
Bridge and was well known
for the Bridge parties she
used to host. Jean said,
'Mother still sometimes
thinks of the time she spent
in Egypt, and of her work
there, with great fondness',
and went on to praise staff
at Lothian House for
helping her aunt celebrate
her centenary. 'The staff
were fantastic. They went
out of their way to help
make it a a lovely day, and
I know my aunt enjoyed it
very much'.
One of the high-spots of
Vera's day, was a visit from
Spennymoor's Town Mayor,
Counc i l lo r  Sarah L .
Armstrong, accompanied by
he r  Lady  Mayo ress
A l d e r m a n  A g n e s
Armstrong. The Mayor
offered Vera congratulations
on behalf of the residents of
the town and the members
and staff of Spennymoor
Town Council, and it goes
without saying that she also
presented Vera with flowers,
gifts and a bottle to help the
celebrations.

 Vera showed Mayor Sarah L. Armstrong her birthday card from
H.M. Queen Elizabeth (© Alan Marron)

Fifty local young people will
take up jobs with Durham
County Council as part of
the second phase of a new
in i t ia t ive to  get  the
unemployed back into
work.ÊPhase Two of The
Future Jobs Fund will see
18 to 24-year-olds helped
back into work.ÊAround £1
bill ion has been made
available to support the
creation of jobs for long
term unemployed young
people, who will take up
posts in various roles from
countryside rangers and

administration assistants to
r e c e p t i o n i s t s  a n d
n e i g h b o u r h o o d
wardens.ÊHundreds of young
people started work as part
of phase one, and now a
further fifty are being given
a helping hand.
The funding has enabled the
council to strengthen its
workforce and reassure
members of the public that
more  ne ighbourhood
wardens and teams to keep
the streets cleaner and
greener are working within
communities.

Some of the successful applicants joining the Street Scene team.




