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Spennymoor Town Football
Club clinched the Northern
League Divis ion One
Championship tit le on
Saturday 17th April. Only
third placed Whitley Bay
c o u l d  h a v e  b e a t e n
Spennymoor to the title,
providing they won all their
remaining games and
S p e n n y m o o r  l o s t
theirs.ÊSpennymoor were
outplayed by Shildon who
won the game 1-2, ending
Spennymoor Õs  100%
unbeaten home record.
Shildon were only the third
(league) side this season to
beat the ÔMoors - Bedlington
and Bishop Auckland being
the other two.
As the game neared its end,
excitement spread through
the crowd as i t  was
confirmed that Whitley Bay
had only drawn with
Newcastle Benfield. This put
an end to WhitleyÕs chances
of snatching the title from
SpennymoorÕs clutches.
The score was irrelevant as

The 'Moors fans took to the
pitch after the final whistle,
crowding aroundÊthe players
as they prepared to leave the
pitch.ÊA banner was quickly
produced confirming the
news that Spennymoor
Town were the new
Champions of the Northern
League Division One! The
banner was kindly made by
S t e v e n  a n d  A l i s o n
Thompson who were up
until 12.40am finishing it off
in time for the game.
Champagne flowed as the
p a r t y  b e g a n  a n d
SpennymoorÕs manager,
Jason  A ins ley  soon
disappeared under a pile of
players, off ic ials and
supporters.
Supporters also eagerly
awaited the appearance of
Chairman Bradley Groves,
who  eventually, somewhat
reluctant ly,  made his
appearance on the pitch.
J a s o n  A i n s l e y  s a i d
afterwards, 'The players
have been fantastic all

season, I canÕt praise them
highly enough. To keep top
players happy has not
always been easy but they
have worked extremely
hard.Ê Yes we have had
bl ips, but what team
doesnÕt? But to achieve our
objective with three games
to go is a tremendous
achievement and to win it
with some of the football
we have played makes it
even more memorable. I
think it will sink in more
when I finally get to lift the
trophy in our last game.'
Spennymoor are also
chasing a target of 100
points, needing to win their
final two games to achieve
this,Êto become only the
third club in the leagueÕs
history to accomplish this.
The last game will be on
Saturday 1st May at The
Brewery Field. Kick off is
at 3.00pm and Spennymoor
will be presented with their
trophy. Fans are encouraged
to go along and support their
local team, but please
remember that  roads
surrounding the Brewery
Field become congested on
match days so please park
with consideration to local
residents or, where possible,
walk to the game.
Vice Chairman Bi l ly
Beasley said, 'This Saturday
will see Spennymoor Town
Football Club officially
crowned champions of the
Skilltraing Northern League

DivisionÊ1 and complete an
incredible turnaround in this
famous clubs' fortunes.
The well  documented
troubles and uncertainty
over the past few years
regarding theÊfutureÊof
football in the town seem
only a painful memory
since the appointment in
June last year of Chairman
Brad Groves. A captain
o f  i n d u s t r y  a n d
f o r m e r Ê p r o f e s s i o n a l
footballer,Ê Brad quickly set

about rebuilding the club
from top to bottom with
dynamic results. Overseeing
the refurbishment of the
ground, the Chairman
quickly gained the respect
of local businesses, who at
last could believe that
Spennymoor Town would
have a football club capable
of achieving a level of
success that they themselves
would be happy to have their
name associated with. Now
with the support of local
businesses and an ever-
g r o w i n g  f a n  b a s e ,
BradÊshowed what could be
achieved on the field to
dramatic effect with the team
delivering the performances
that resulted in the capture
of the league title with
th ree  games  o f  the
seasonÊremaining. This truly
is a remarkable story,
b rought  about  by  a
remarkable man whose
vision andÊbelief has at
lastÊgiven Spennymoor
something to shout about.Ê

Photo by Steven Thompson.
Spennymoor Town in celebration mode.
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SCRAP METAL
COLLECTED
free of charge

Microwaves, Cookers,
Washers, Tumble Dryers, etc.
 No Fridges or Fridgefreezers

Tel: 07753 794718
Spennymoor

BIRTHDAY

SERVICES

BIRTHDAY
REMEMBRANCE

Spring
Fayre
Tudhoe Methodist Chapel
will be holding their Spring
Fayre at Tudhoe Community
Centre on Saturday 8th May
from 10.00am to 12.00 noon.
The admission charge of
£1.00 includes a cup of tea
or coffee and biscuits. There
will be a selection of stalls,
as well as a tombola and
raffle. All proceeds will help
fund Chapel renovation and
repairs.

Parkinson
Society
Information
Day
The South West Durham
Parkinson Society are
holding an Information Day
on Monday 10th May from
10.00am Ð 4.00pm in the
Masonic Hall, Dundas
Street, Spennymoor, to
which all are welcome.
It is hoped that services
represented on the day will
include Age Concern, Direct
Payments, Welfare Rights,
Sedgefield Carers, Parkinson
District Nurses, Parkinson
UK, Home Independence
S e r v i c e s ,  Ta l k i n g
Newspapers and Community
Transport. Refreshments will
be provided. For further
details contact Mrs E
Holliday, Secretary on
(01388) 607662 or Mr H
Clarke, Chairman on (0191)
3771972.

Make 'My
Space' your
space!
It's all happening at your
local library these days!
Even tips on healthy living
are available thanks to a free
30 week course organised by
Durham County Council's
My Space Group, which
meets at Spennymoor every
Monday from 2.00pm to
4.00pm. My Space schemes,
not to be confused with the
web-based social networking
site, are a DCC initiative
designed to offer local people
the chance to form support
groups in a safe and friendly
environment. Organisers
claim that the welcome
awaiting new members is so
genuinely warm and friendly
that people soon consider
themselves part of the group.
It is intended that, as
members become more
confident of their own skills
and abilities, they will take
more control over the
running of their group. For
more information on My
Space groups, call Natalie
M i l l s  Jones ,  DCC 's
community coach on 0191
3706887.

ÔKnit and
NatterÕ
sessions
'Knit and Natter' sessions are
being held at Bishop
Auckland Library. The first
meeting was held on
Saturday 24th April and will
be repeatedÊevery four weeks
fromÊ10.00am - 12noon,
sessions are free to join.
Organisers told us, 'If you
enjoy knitting and would like
to come along for a natter
while you knit, this new
group is for you! If you canÕt
knit, weÕve got someone
happy to teach you the basics
and get you started'. For
more information contact the
library on 01388 602610.

Ferryhill &
District
Philatelic
Society
Ferryhill & District Philatelic
Society (stamp and postcard
collectors club) will meet on
Tuesday 11th May for their
Annual General Meeting and
member's displays. Meetings
are held on the second
Tuesday of each month in St
Luke's Parish Centre,
Ferryhill, commencing at
7.00pm. All are welcome to
attend. Further information
can be obtained from the
secretary on 01740 651294.

Greenways
Residents
Association
public
meeting
The next  Greenways
Residents Associat ion
meeting will take place on
Thursday 6th May from
6.30pm in Ox Close School
hall. The meeting is open to
a l l  res idents  o f  the
Greenways Estate and offers
the chance to get involved
in some of the exciting
projects planned for the
coming year.

The
Spennymoor
Remembered
Archive
Local people are being
invited to bring along
photographs, ephemera,
m e m o r i e s  a n d
reminiscences, or indeed
any th i ng  re l a ted  t o
Spennymoor from years
gone byÊto theÊAnnexe next
to the Theatre at The
Settlement in order to
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e
Spennymoor Remembered
archive. The group will meet
every Wednesday from 5th
May between 10.00am and
12 noon. The website is
www.spennymoorremembe
red.co.uk.

30th April

Happy 40th
CARMEN

Lots of love from
Mam, Chris, Zak,

Uncle John,
all the loose women,

and Evie and all the family

KEITH FAIRHURST
Happy birthday son for
9th May, 56 years old.

I am the wind and
gentle rain that falls.
I am just sleeping,

don't weep
I am still with you all.
2 years have passed.
You are still missed

so very much.
Who can mend a

broken heart?
Your loving mum (Glen)

and family.
R.I.P.

Women's
Institute
meeting
S p e n n y m o o r  G r o u p
Women's Institutes are
having their annual meeting
at Spennymoor Town Hall
on Wednesday 19th May at
6.30pm.ÊJill Clay will be
entertaining the group with
a demonstration and talk on
dressing a Geisha. Everyone
welcome, admission of £2.00
includes tea and cakes.

JAMES BROOKS

Happy 18th Birthday
Love from

Mam, Andy, Rebecca,
Joshua, Nanna & Granda Staff v 6th

Form charity
football
match
Spennymoor School is
hosting its fifth annual
charity football match on
Friday 7th of May, at the
B r e w e r y  F i e l d  i n
Spennymoor.ÊThe event will
help raise valuable money
for KidsCan, a charity which
funds groundbreaking
research into curing cancer
in children.ÊThe previous
four matches have been a
success, raising over £2,000
last year for the ChildrenÕs
Heart Unit Fund. Kick off is
at 6.30pm and both teams
look forward to seeing you
there.

Spennynews
AGM
On Monday 17th May, The
Spennynews LtdÊwill hold
their AGM at Elevate Church
(formerly the New Life
Christian Centre). The
meeting will open at 6.30pm
andÊanyone wishing to attend
will be most welcome.

'Lay Down
Your Arms' Ð
for charity's
sake!
Don't forget that Low
Spennymoor and Merrington
Lane WMC will be the place
to be on Saturday 8th May.
That 's  when Magg ie
Newman will be presenting
her World War Two Tribute
Show Ð 'Lay Down Your
Arms'. Anyone wishing to
attend is welcome to wear
'fancy dress' (1940's style) in
support of the show, which
will feature four changes of
uni form Ð two Army
uniforms plus Navy and Air
Force.ÊThere will be a 'Last
Night of the Proms' feel to
the finale, with lots of
singing and flag waving. As
the show, which is presented
in aid of the charity 'Help
For Heroes' ends, members
of the ensemble will leave
the stage and carry the flags
into the audience.ÊTickets for
a wonderful  night of
nostalgia are available for
just £3.50 from the club
(bottom of Weardale Street)
or by telephone on 07931
549237.




