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Kirk Merrington Pre-school
is a long established facility
in the picturesque and
historic village, having been
founded more than 20 years
ago. The centre is still
managed by a committee of
parents and staff and that
seems to be a system that
works well, both for them
and for their 23 enrolled
c h i l d r e n .  H e r e  a t
Spennynews, we're fortunate
in that schools of every level
invite us through their doors,
to seeÊat first hand the high
standard of education they
provide, right through from
n u r s e r y  l e v e l  t o
comprehensive and sixth
form. The downside to this,
is unfortunately, that we're
not easi ly impressed,
although we take great pains
to be never less than fair.
Another group who may
cast a somewhat jaundiced
e y e  o n  e d u c a t i o n a l
establishments in general are
the inspectors of the Office

for Standards in Education,
Children's Services and
Skills Ð more commonly
known as OFSTED.
So when a recent inspection,
on 25th February, produced
a glowing report on the
standard achieved at the
cosy unit, situated on the
Blue House Estate, you can
guarantee that every word
of praise was hard earned.
And when it comes to those
words, you'd be advised to
simply read them Ð there are

far too many to count! The
overall effectiveness of
early years provision was
classed as strong, They
point out that, because of
the level of commitment
shown by the s ta ff ,
'Children... make good
progress and each child
actively participates in this
inclusive, exciting and
innovative setting' Ð high
praise indeed. But the report
doesn't end there. It goes on
to pick out for praise the
strong management and
secure recruitment practices,
the work done by 'highly
skilled staff' to set up the
(two room) premises to
provide 'a well organised
setting, which is bright and
colourful, with imaginative
displays', and the strong
partnerships that exist
between staff and parents
which the report points out
a re  ' i ns t rumenta l  in
promoting... learning and
well being to a high level'.
The inspector could not fail
to be impressed by parental
feedback praising 'the
friendly, approachable staff',
and saying how happy their
children are to attend.
The report states that, 'The
provision for children to
enjoy and achieve is
outstanding' and goes on to
rate the promotion of a
healthy lifestyle as being
outstanding too. On the
quality and standards of
early years provision, the

report concludes, 'Children's
work is valued... (The
children) show increasing
mouse sk i l l s  on the
computer... musical and
computerised toys all help
the children become familiar
w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n
technology... children are
encouraged to learn social
skills as they share toys, take
turns, tidy away, and help
each other.'
There has never been any

room to doubt that effective
ear ly  years  learn ing
provision helps a child
progress more easi ly
through an increasingly
complex and daunting
education system, and it is
the so l id  foundat ion
provided by facilities like
Kirk Merrington Pre-school
that help equip children for
the day when they will
become the townspeople of
tomorrow.
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