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Miner's Gala - a day of music and memories

Durham: a musical moment (2009)
(© Alan Marron/Spennynews, 2010)

The Durham Miner'snot simply be spectators
Association will host the but will play their part in
126th Durham Miner's Galacreating a very special da);r
on Saturday 10th July. The® the most importan
Gala is a great family daycelebration of unity and
out, filled with the colourful goodwill to be seen
banners being paraded, nanywhere in the county. Th
play an
dignitaries on the balconyimportant part in that too,
of the Royal County Hotel,for if the day is about
but for the enjoyment of thecolourful spectacle, then i
massive crowds. They willis equally true to say that i

just in front of the bands will

HJuly 2006, at "The Tubs',

tSpennymoor Town Band
will play 'Gresford" B
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is about wonderful music,
played by fine bands. We
understand that more than
40 bands have already been
signed up to take part in
this show-piece event.
As in previous years, The
Spennymoor Heritage
Banner Association will
parade their banner,
representing all the former
lodges of the National
Union of Mineworkers
(NUM) from the
Spennymoor district. The
day will start, as indeed it
has done since the new
banner was unfurled at
ceremony in Spennymoor
own Hall on Friday 7th

memorial to those who lost

vicar of St. Paul's
Church, will lead a short
prayer of blessing, and

popularly referred to as the

miner's anthem. From_|

there, the banner will
parade along Dundas Stree
to the junction with High

Street, and on to the
Cenotaph in the town
centre, where the band wil
play 'Gresford' again D thig
time in honour of those
brave men and women o
the town who laid down
their lives in global

conflicts.ETwo buses will

—

Rev Lynda Gough blesses the banner (2009)E

&hat the banner should payn front of the balcony of
due homage to the memoryhe Royal County Hotel.
of the 37 men and boys whd=or many of us,Ewe who
ost their lives in the Tudhoehave mining in our blood

heir lives in local collieri Colliery Mining Disaster as well as in our family
their lives in local collieries. .1 gty April 1882.

QReverend Lynda Gough

history, the day is about

'In Durham, the band willmuch more than colour,
lead the banner along thenusic and great music. It's
traditional route from the a day filled with memories
New
Racecourse, stopping firstlay to savour.
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Every Friday: Karaoke

be waiting at the Leisure

Centre, to take those
wishing to attend the W T
Miner's Gala to Durham, ALKER YRES LTD

and seats will be available
on a strictly 'first come, first
served' basis. There will be
one final stop in the town,
before setting out for
Durham, and that again ig
a traditional one. It is only
right that on a special day
filled with memories of

miners and a way of life
now passed into history,
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