
Page 1

www.spennynews.com Spennymoor, Saturday, 14th January 2012 Issue 208

Published fortnightly

Spennynews Saturday, 14th January 2012

Spennymoor came alive as
New Year approached,
thanks to Winter Gala
activities held in the town
centre. A repeat of the
Lantern Parade that had
proved so popular the year
before ended in the middle
of Festival Walk, just
outside Number 15, where
an ice rink had been set up,

p r o v i d i n g  f u n  a n d
excitement for children and
adults alike.Ê
O v e r  f o u r  d a y s  i n
December, a total of almost
1,200 people, including
junior school pupils on
specially booked time-slots,
enjoyed the experience of
skating outside, wrapped up
warmly against the weather.

The rink operated until
8.00pm on each of the four
days of its visit, and proved
that when activities are
available, local people are
more than willing to turn
out to give their support.Ê
The Gala saw musicians,
stilt walkers, magicians,
balloonÊmodelling, fire
eaters, an ice king and
queen, and a balloon-ologist
performing during the 4-day
programme, which ran from
17th until 23rd December.
Shop keepers in the town
centre were delighted that
the Winter Gala programme
had been arranged - "This
is the busiest I have ever
seen the town on a
Wednesday", said Ashley
Cooper who has a retail
outlet on Festival Walk.
"With some shops deciding
to open late, we were able
to buy some last minute
Chr is tmas g i f ts  af ter
s k a t i n g ,  w h i c h  w a s
reallyÊconvenient", said
Nicola Preston.
Duncan Brown, Director of
Creative Communities (NE)
the company who managed
the Gala said, "The Gala
would not have been
poss ib le  wi thout  the
enormous help of our
funding partners, and I
would specifically like to
thank Spennymoor Area
A c t i o n  P a r t n e r s h i p ,
Spennymoor Town Council,
livin (formerly sedgefield
b o r o u g h  h o m e s ) ,
Spennymoor Town Football
Club, Competition Line,
South Durham Gymnastics
Club and Durham Wildcats
Basketball Team, as well as
everyone who came to skate
and shop.
I ce  Adven tu re  f rom
Chorley, who managed the
ice rink, were very pleased
with how busy the rink was.
Steven Walton from the
c o m p a n y  h a d  t h e
opportunity of speaking

with Jason Ainsley, the
Manager of Spennymoor
Town Football Club, one of
the groups who had
supported the project, and
was so impressed by the
ambition of the club that he
has agreed to sponsor a
match ball at one of the
teams'  2012 f ixtures.
The Winter Gala was a true

community event which
involved public, private and
v o l u n t a r y  s e c t o r
organisations within the
town.
Work will soon begin to
build on its popularity and
try to f ind a way of
sustaining what has been a
great Christmas event for
the town.

Jason Ainsley with some of the skaters
(Courtesy Philip Ball Leisure)

The giant soapy bubbles
were very impressive




