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The first phase of a major
development to bring new
jobs, housing and business
to SpennymoorÊis expected
to be completed by the
summer.ÊDurham County
Council (DCC) is reassuring
residents after unforeseen
problems caused delays
affecting roadworks in the
A167/A688 Th in fo rd
roundabout area.
The £8.5m roadworks
improvement scheme is

being carried out as part of
the wider DurhamGate
project, which will see a new
housing, retail, leisure and
business development on a
55-acre former industrial site
on the outskirts of the town.
The roadworks, which are
not only essential to the
DurhamGate development,
but will also reduce traffic
congest ion and br ing
improved access to the
nearby Green Lane Industrial

Estate and Spennymoor
town centre, were originally
planned to be completed at
the end of 2011.ÊBut
un foreseen prob lems
regarding the diversion of
underground services and
installing new drainage,
combined with having to
keep traffic flowing in one
of the countyÕs congestion
hotspots have resulted in
delays.
In addition, through a
coordinated approach, other
organisations have also taken
the opportunity to undertake
essential infrastructure
works, which would have
been necessary regardless of
t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f
DurhamGate.ÊThis means
that the roadworks are now
expected to run on until the
summer.
Cllr Neil Foster, Cabinet
member for regeneration and
economic development at
D C C ,  s a i d ,  " T h e s e
roadworks are part of a
major development that will
bring significant benefits to
Spennymoor and the
s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .
Unfortunately there have
been some issues which were
not anticipated and which
have caused some delays to
the work.ÊHowever, we
would like to reassure people
that we have largely resolved
these issues and we hope to
complete the roadworks by
the summer.ÊWe apologise

for any inconvenience this
may cause and we would ask
motorists for their continued
pat ience whi le  these
important roadworks are
carried out."
Work on the Thinford
roundabout is expected to be
completed by the summer,
while work on the York Hill
R o a d  a n d  t h e
newÊroundabout by the
Coach and Horses pub are
due to be finished in the

spring.
The wider DurhamGate
project is expected to bring
nearly 3,000 new jobs when
it is fully completed, as well
as creating construction jobs
and training opportunities
during the work.ÊAlong with
new retail and leisure
developments, including
shops, a restaurant, a pub and
an 80-bed hotel, there will
also be 376 new homes built
as part of the scheme.

A view of the works on Thinford roundabout
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SERVICES

SCRAP METAL
COLLECTED FREE OF CHARGE
Microwaves, Cookers, Washers,

Tumble Dryers, Fridges,
Fridgefreezers etc.
Tel: 07753 794718

Spennymoor

Greenways
Residents
Association
AGM
The Annual General Meeting
(AGM) of the Greenways
Residents Association will
be held on Thursday, Ê23rd
February at 6.30pm in Ox
Close Primary School.ÊAll
residents of the Greenways
Estate are welcome.
If you have anyÊissues about
where you live, please note
that  Durham County
Councillor Kevin Thompson
will be attending the meeting
to note / address your
concerns.
Geoff Darkes, Secretary
invites, "Please come to our
AGM and give us your
views, comments and ideas
on issues such as street
lighting, footpaths and roads,
traffic chicanes etc."

Leisure Time
CraftingÊ
Why not call in to Leisure
Time Crafting in Hartley
Terrace Community Centre,
H a r t l e y  T e r r a c e ,
Spennymoor on Wednesday,
15th February from 2.00pm
to see a Flower Arranging
Demonst ra t ionÊby an
expe r i enced  f l o r i s t ?
Admission is free, with tea
/ coffee and refreshments
£1.00. Ê ÊÊ
The next meeting of Leisure
Time Crafting group will be
Monday, 20th February from
1.00pm to 5.00pm.
New members always
we lcome .  Fo r  more
information please ring
07736 872660 or email
leisuretimecrafting@gmail.
com.

Silver
celebration
for running
club
Shildon Running Club are
celebrating their 25th year
as a club and are hosting a
celebration on 3rd March at
Elm Road Club, Shildon.
They are seeking past and
present members from
Spennymoor and the
surrounding areas as they
would love as many people
as possible to turn up.
More information can be
obtained fromÊJohn Gray
01325 315110 or Vivienne
Rudge Ê01388 773792.

An Evening
with Lucy
Bewley
Pianist and singer Lucy
Bewley is to perform a
fundraising concert at St
PaulÕs Church later this
month.ÊLucy will perform a
range of music from artists
including Norah Jones, Elton
John, Billy Joel, Adele, The
Beatles and The Eagles and
many more.
The event takes place on
Saturday, 25th February at
7.00pm in Church and
tickets are now available at
£5 each. Drinks and nibbles
will be provided.Ê
To buy tickets, please call
01388 816517 or 01388
816173.

Local History
Society talk
A  m u l t i - t a l e n t e d
Spennymoor phenomenon
will be the next speaker at
Tudhoe and Spennymoor
Local History Society.ÊOlly
Burton brought a newÊtwist
of humour to art with his
quirky paintings of North
East scenes. His paintings
and prints can be found
widely in art shops and
exhibitions and a couple of
his pieces are currently on
display in the Art Gallery at
Spennymoor Town Hall.Ê
A retired science teacher
who was an inspiration Êat
Ferryhill Comprehensive,
OllyÊ is also a very active
member of Durham Theatre
Company, having played
leads in several productions
and was also musical
director for a number of
shows.
OllyÊis also a guide at
Durham Cathedral. His talk
on Monday, 27th February
will be on the subject of
'Stained glass windows' and
will begin at 7.30pm in St
David's Church Hal l ,
Tudhoe.New members and
visitors are always welcome.

Cricket Club
Presentation
Night
Tudhoe Cricket Club would
like to invite all players,
members, and supporters to
their Presentation Night on
Saturday, 25th February
from 7.00pm.
Players from the Under 18s,
1st senior and 2nd senior
teams will be presented with
their awards for the 2011
season. All are welcome -
this is a perfect opportunity
for anyone to go along and
see the recent updates made
to the club house as part of
phase 3 of the ongoing
refurbishment project.

ANYTHING TO MOVE ?
Cheap rates,

friendly service.
Call Richard

07547 688714

Loving memories of
PTE DEAN ADAM

HUTCHINSON
Died 14th February 2011

in Afghanistan.
This is our first year

without you
Our hearts still ache for you

We will love and
remember you

forever and always
Mam, Dad and Liam

X X X XÊX X

Congratulations
LYNDSAY & ANTHONY
Thank you for our beautiful

grand-daughterÊ
Olivia Mae

Born 1st February
Precious sister for Taylor
Love Nana and Granda

Truswell

BIRTHS

MEMORIUM

My amazing fiance
STEPHEN GRAHAMÊ

If you live to be a
hundredÊ

I want to live to a
hundred minus one day,Ê
So I never have to live

without you.Ê
Thank you for making

reality betterÊ
than my dreams.Ê

I love you so much
VikkiÊ xx

PLANS DRAWN
for extensions, garage/loft
conversion, garden rooms
etc. Tel: 01388 205754

NEW YOGA CLASS
Fridays 10-11.30 am
from 24th February at
St. David's Parish Hall,

Tudhoe.
Just come along on
the day or contact

Marian Keay 01388 817974
mari@keay.net

Beginners always welcome

SERVICES

SpennyWriters
The fast growing social
group for creative writers
will meet in the Annexe at
Spennymoor Settlement on
Thursday, 16th February
between 1.00pm and
3.00pm.
New members are always
w e l c o m e  t o  t h i s
independently run group
which is associated to
Spennymoor Settlement. A
condition of membership is
that you take membership of
Spennymoor Settlement
Association (currently £10
per annum for adults). The
group are still taking names
for a possible evening
meet ing,  and anyone
interested should email
alanj.marron@google.com
for further details.

Coffee
Morning
Now that the winter's over
(well, almost over, we hope)
coffee's back on the menu at
St. Bartholomew's Church,
Croxdale. The coffee
morning will be held in Hett
Village Hall on the first
Wednesday of every month,
commencing on 7th March.
The coffee mornings will run
from 10.30pm to 12.00 noon.

Loved You Once,
Love You Still,

Always Loved You ...
Always Will
Love from
Your MinxÊ

x x xÊ

VALENTINES
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Over 20 Years Experience
Free Estimates

Mobile:
07787 550792

Tel:
01388 721224

Brighter Skies
Enjoy a bingo evening every
Thursday from 7.00pm held
by Brighter Skies in Hartley
Terrace Community Centre,
H a r t l e y  T e r r a c e ,
Spennymoor.ÊThe funds
raised will be donated to
Alzheimer's Research UK.
One of the organisers invites,
"Please feel free to come
along as new members are
always welcome. We look
forward to meeting you."
For more information, please
call 07736 872660.

Spennymoor
DLI
Association
AGM
The next meeting of the
Spennymoor Branch of the
DLI Association will be the
Annual General Meeting
(AGM). Anyone with
business or who is interested
in the branch or the
Association please meet at
7.15pm in the Merrington
and Low Spennymoor WMC
on Tuesday, 28th February.
All or any cap badge
welcome.

Spenny Carers
Are you caring for someone
who has AlzheimerÕs
Disease or Dementia and live
i n  S p e n n y m o o r  o r
surrounding districts? If so,
you would be welcome to
go along to a new carers
support group commencing
on Friday, 24thÊFebruary in
Hartley Terrace Community
Centre, Hartley Terrace,
Spennymoor from 1.00pm
to 3.00pm. The group look
forward to meeting you -
admission is free. For more
information please email
spennycarers@gmail.com.

Professor
Brainstorm is
back!
Professor Brainstorm's
Amazing Light and Sound
Show will make a welcome
return to Spennymoor
Library on Friday, 17th
February,  s tar t ing a t
2.00pm. The show is
suitable for children from
4 years and older, and its
return is made possible due
to the kind support of
County Councillors Neil
F o s t e r  a n d  B a r b a r a
Graham.
A non-refundable charge of
£1 per child will be made,
and all children must be
accompanied by an adult.
Call in at the library to
book your child's place, but
please remember that the
number of places available
is strictly limited.

We know that Swimathon
doesn't take place until May
Ð this year it will be held on
13th May Ð but the purpose
of this advance notice is to
give you plenty of time to
register your team for this
year's fundraiser. Remember,
as in previous years, you do
not need to have the names
of your team members yet.Ê
You really rose to the
occasion last year, and
another record breaking year
would be very much
appreciated by local charities
who are feeling the pinch.
Half of the money raised by
teams will once again go to

St. John's Ð the beautiful
Church on the Hill Ð is about
to become even more
beautiful. Stained glass artist
Alan Davies has created yet
another beautiful window,
and it will be dedicated on
Sunday, 26th February, in
memory of Edith and Eric
Stephenson, who were both
closely associated with the
life of the church for a great
many years.Ê
Edith served the church as
organist and Eric held the
position of churchwarden.
Alan's windows are by no
means new to Spennymoor
churches - he created the
new east window Ð the 'New
Creation Window' at St.
Paul's and followed that with

Mothering
Sunday
St. Bartholomew's Church
will be holding a special
service for Mothering
Sunday at 9.00am on 18th
March. In keeping with their
tradition of many years
standing, everyone who
attends the service will be
given a flower. There is, in
keeping with another long
held tradition, a warm
invitation to remain behind
after the service, and enjoy
refreshments and a chat.

the 'St. Cecilia Window' at
St. John's. His newest
creation represents St. Luke,
the patron saint of artists,
and has been designed and
crafted by Alan in his
Yorkshire studio.Ê
Eric and Edith may be well
known to many of our
readers -  before h is
retirement, Eric taught
History at Spennymoor
School, and Edith was
headteacher at Chilton
Infants School. A short
service of dedication will
follow on from the 11.00am
communion, and the church
extends the very warmest of
invitations to all who knew
the couple to join them in
worship on Sunday morning.

their very own nominated
charity or good cause, with
the remaining 50 per cent
going ÊÐ as always Ð to the
'Headline Charity' selected
by Rotarians.ÊThis year,
Swimathon will be raising
funds for the Make A Wish
Foundation, who grant
'magical wishes to children
and young people aged 3 -
17 fighting life-threatening
conditions'.Ê
To register your team, or for
further details, you should
contact Marie 01388 819911
(Monday to Friday, during
office hours) or 07788
193874.
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A North East truck and van
retailer with a branch in
Spennymoor has been
n o m i n a t e d  f o r  t h e
prestigious Mercedes-Benz
Truck Sales Team of the
Year award for the second
year in succession, as it
continues to defy the tough
f inancial  condit ions.Ê
Bell Truck and Van, which
has six branches in the
region, has also just been
accredited with the Investors
in People standard, which
recognises commitment to
s t a f f  s u p p o r t  a n d
development.Ê
Last year, the CompanyÕs
group sales manager Alan
Dale outperformed 20 other
sales managers to become
Mercedes-Benz Truck Sales
Manager of the Year 2010,
while his department was
also named Top Truck Sales
Team 2010.ÊThis year, group
accountant Lee Davison has
been nominated as a finalist
for the Commercial Vehicle
Finance Team of the Year
award, which recognises his
outstanding performance in
2011.
The group now believes that

winning further titles this
year could act as a catalyst
for ongoing growth at the
firm, which has continued to
outperform businesses in
areas less affected by public
sector redundancies and
cutbacks on infrastructure
spending.
Mr Dale said, "It was a tough
year across our business with
recession hitting the North
East extremely hard and with
other dealers having had the
O l y m p i c s  a n d  L E Z
compliance to aid their
business. We were not
confident that we would
even be nominated after
winning this award last
year.ÊBeing nominated again
demonstrates the team spirit
and co-operation that exists
within the sales department
from all parts of our
business, including driver
training, finance, admin,
service and parts and, of
course, the sales team."
The Mercedes-Benz award
winners will be announced
at the Truck Sales Academy
awards dinner later this
month at the Grove hotel in
London.

Tudhoe Colliery Primary
School has four new
additions to the school in the
form of four new hens!ÊThe
new arrivals are ex-battery
hens and two pupils, along
with two of their teachers,
have been to collect them
from Farplace Animal
Sanctuary in Westgate. The
sanctuary was recently
featured on the BBC Look
North programme as they
had 250 hens to try and re-
house after a local battery
farm closed.
The pupils of the school have
named the hens Maisie,
Henrietta, Lilia and Roxie
and have been busy learning
how to look after their new
pets, as well as learning
about how the hens were
treated previously in the
battery farm they originally
came from.
Year 6 pupil Ellie (pictured)
who went to collect the hens
said, "The chickens all have
different personalities. Roxie
is definitely the leader and
bosses the others around! We
love them all."
The children bought the
chickens with the money

Ellie and Luke with the chickens

The four hens on their first day in their new home

they have made from their
regular ÔFair Trade Gift
ShopÕ where they sell Fair
Trade gifts to children and
parents.ÊThe hens have not

produced any eggs yet, but
the school are hoping that
once they have settled into
their new surroundings, they
will start laying.
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K i r k  M e r r i n g t o n
Community Centre will be
starting new groups this
year, with the Adult Drama
G r o u p Ê s e e k i n g  n e w
members to start this month.
They have a new Glee
ClubÊstarting very soon for
ages between 3 years and
17 years.Ê(Time tables for
age groups to be arranged
once classes begin -
Monday evenings this
month).
Their Youth ClubÊis also
starting back on Friday
evenings for kids from the
age of 5 years old.Ê
The Parents and Toddlers
G r o u p  r u n s  e v e r y
Wednesday afternoon at
1.00pm.
The Coffee Morning is held
every  Monday  f rom

10.00am and the BingoÊis
every Tuesday evening from
8.00pm.
The Community Centre also
hold an Over 60s Group,
Women's Institute meetings,
ZUMBA classes (twice a
week), Art classes, Whist
and Dominoes monthly and
Bridge monthly.Ê
They are now fully licenced
and are Hallmarked to Level
2.ÊAll groups involved with
children are CRB checked
and the centre also holds a
Child Protection Policy.
Further information on
act iv i t ies wi th in the
Community Centre can be
obtained from Diane
Thompson by telephone
01388 817790 / 07564
322868 or by email -
Êkmcadi123@yahoo.co.uk
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Over the years we have
brought you a great many
stories - some to raise a
smile, others of a much more
serious nature. Never have
we heard a story more likely
to melt the iciest heart than
the one we bring you now.
Chelsea Rowley was in
many respects an average
girl of her age - at 14 years
old she was pretty, happy,
and had an enquiring mind.
She smiled a lot, which also
endeared her, not just to
friends and family, but to all
those she met. Then, without
warning, tragedy struck.
Doctors feared she had
contracted Meningitis, but
were soon to learn that the
condition, which at first had
baffled them, was actually
far, far worse.Ê
Chelsea was suffering from
a rare degenerative brain
disease, and her condition
rapidly gave cause for
concern as she went into a
downward spiral. For the last
eleven months, this very
special young lady has been
a patient in the Royal
Vi c t o r i a  I n f i r m a r y,
Newcastle. She receives
nourishment intravenously,
and her only manner of

communicat ing is by
blinking her eye lids. A
bright, attractive young girl
has become a prisoner in her
own brain.
Still family and friends
refused to give in - still they
hope for a cure Ð perhaps a
new treatment to bring about
an improvement in her
condition. But the phrase 'a
good day' usually signifies
that her condition has not
deteriorated any further. Her
medication is Canadian in
origin. Staff at The Penny
Gill in Cheapside have
helped by organising a
charity fun day. Local
shopkeepers, themselves
suffer ing through the

That cheque may look small, but itÕs for a whopping £1,029!

recession, were quick to
donate prizes for raffles and
tombola. Now the family
have a lot of 'thank you'
messages, but in the interests
of economy of space, they're
limiting it to a very simple,
but al l  encompassing
ÒThanks to local traders for
their generous donation of
prizes, to Deborah and bar
staff at The Penny Gill, and
a big, big thank you to
everyone who offered their
support, whether on the day
or since."
On Monday, 6th February,
Lynette handed Chelsea's
parents a cheque for the
magnificent amount of
£1,029.
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NevilleÕs Cross Friends of
Cancer Research UK
(NCFCR UK) are organising
the Fisburn Brass Band
Concert in a bid to raise
money for Cancer Research
UK.ÊThe Brass Band
Concert, featuring The Last
Night of The Proms will be
held at Spennymoor Town
Hall on Saturday, 31stÊMarch
from 7.30pm.
Fishburn Brass Band has
taken part in National Band
Competitions all over the
country, including the Royal
Albert Hall, and promises to
be a fantastic musical
evening of entertainment. As
well as a tombola and raffle,
the night will be rounded off
with Union Jack flags flying
high and a sing-a-long.
Anne Robertson, chair of
N C F C R  U K ,  s a i d ,
"Spennymoor and the
surrounding villages are of
mining stock, with a history
of brass bands. The area is
known for enjoying the
sound of brass bands and
will still today follow them
to Durham MinersÕ Gala. We
hope to raise around £1,000
to help swell the funds for
our dedicated band of
scientist,  doctors and

nurses."
Abby Christie, Cancer
Research UKÕs area
volunteer manager for
Durham, Darlington and
Teesside said, ÒNevilleÕs
Cross Friends of Cancer
Research UK are an
absolute inspiration and we
canÕt thank them enough for
their continued support and
d e d i c a t i o n . Ê C a n c e r
Research UK has made
enormous progress in the
f ight against cancer.
However, we have only
been able to do this thanks
to the dedication and
commi tment  o f  our
v o l u n t e e r s  a n d
supportersÊwithout whom
we would not be able to
fund outstanding scientists,
doctors and nurses."
Tickets must be booked in
advance and cost £7.00 each
or £6.00 concession.ÊTo
avoid disappointment, early
reservation is recommend
as bookings will be dealt
with on a first come first
served basis.ÊTo book
tickets, please call 0191
3844731 or 01388 817589.
Alternatively, tickets can be
p i c k e d  u p  f r o m
Spennymoor Town Hall.

Whatever criticism you level
at the town, you have to
admit that as a cultural
centre, it takes some beating.
There are generally more
galleries and exhibitions
than you can shake a
Rowney paint brush at,
which makes giving fair
coverage of them all a
nightmare, but means that
there is never any shortage
of new artists on view.Ê
The current exhibition at the
Leisure Centre's Arts
Resource features the work
of two ladies who may be
new to the town, but are
about to become very well
known for the quality of
their work.
Lindsay Starborn says she
is inspired by nature, the
seasons, and by her Celtic
ancestry, and describes her
work as, 'an emotional
response to seasons, weather,
places or people that move
me'. Her colleague and co-
exhibitor Catherine Howard
insists she is, 'living proof
that its never too late to do
something you really want
to do', and she, of all people,
should know. She returned
to college as a mature
student to gainÊqualifications

in Textiles and Surface
Design, before going on to
earn her teachers certificate
and now has her own label
Ð 'Cather ine Howard
Design'.Ê
In the setting of the walk-
through gallery at the Arts
Resource, the ladies '
combined talents produced
an exhibition of quality that
can stand alongside any
you're likely to see in the
town this year. Another item,
and not such a little one
either, that makes a visit to
the gallery a rewarding
occasion, is that there are
also areas given over to local
schools. So whether you go

along to view the work of
Lindsay and Catherine, or
see the early efforts of some
of Spennymoor's up and
coming young artists of the
future, do at least go along
and see for yourself - we
promise you'll be glad you
found the time.
T h e  A r t s  R e s o u r c e
presenta t ions are  by
Interface, an artists co-
operative with over 80
members at the last count.
You will also find some
Interface members amongst
those holding Master-classes
at Number 15, the arts hub
in Festival Walk, run by
Creative Communities.

Lindsay Starborn and Catherine Howard
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Tips and advice on staying
safe, warm and well are
being offered to people in
County Durham following
t h e  s n o w f a l l  l a s t
weekend.ÊDurham County
C o u n c i l  ( D C C )  i s
reminding residents that
information on looking
after themselves during the
cold weather is available
o n  t h e  w e b s i t e
www.durham.gov.uk/war
mandwell.
The page also includes a
downloadable Ôpersonal
winter planÕ, which features
checklists, useful telephone
numbers and space to add
extra information.Ê
If you need help during bad

weather or are concerned
about someone elseÕs
welfare you should contact
the following numbers:
Ê
¥ Highways Action Line
(HAL)Ê0191 3706000
o r  e m a i l
HAL@durham.gov.ukÊ - for
enquiries about the salting
of roads and footpaths.
¥ Social Care DirectÊ0845
8505010 Ð for concerns
about someoneÕs welfare.
¥ D u r h a m  C o u n t y
CouncilÊ0300 1237070 for
all other issues, or visit
w w w. d u r h a m . g o v. u k
¥ NHS 111Êif you need
medical help but it isnÕt an
emergency.

A new recycl ing and
rubbish collection service
could lead to savings of
more than £9m over the
next five years.Ê
The new system, being
introduced across County
Durham over the coming
months, will see rubbish
and recycling collected on
alternate weeks, with
rubbish being collected one
week and recycling the
other. Similar systems
already operate in many
other areas of the country.
Householders will also
receive a new grey wheeled
bin with a blue lid, which
they will be able to use for
recycling paper and card,
plastic, food tins and drink
cans, cartons and aerosols.
Glass bottles and jars
should still be left out for
collection in the existing
plastic box.
The changes, which will
a l s o  i n c l u d e  t h e
int roduct ion of  more
efficient collection routes,
will mean major savings
for the authority through a
reduction in vehicles, fuel
and staffing costs.ÊIt is also
expected that the scheme
will reduce the amount of
waste sent to landfill, which
will, in turn, lead to further
savings through an increase
in income from recycled
materials and a reduction
in landfill tax.
Cllr Brian Stephens, DCCÕs
Cab ine t  member  fo r
neighbourhoods and local
partnerships, said, "About
40 per cent of the rubbish
produced by households in
C o u n t y  D u r h a m  i s
currently recycled, with the

majority of the remaining
60 per cent going to landfill
sites.ÊAs well as being bad
for the environment, this is
also extremely costly for
the council, with the price
for sending household
waste to landfill now more
than £100 per tonne.ÊBy
reducing what we send to
land f i l l ,  i n t roduc ing
a l t e r n a t i v e  w e e k l y
collections and creating
more efficient collection
routes, we are expecting
savings of between £9m
and £12m during the first
five years alone, depending
on how much is recycled."ÊÊ
The new system is already
i n  o p e r a t i o n  i n
Derwentside, where a
residentsÕ survey at the end
of 2006 found that 75 per
cent of people felt recycling
and rubbish collection
services had improved
since its introduction.Ê
The scheme is being rolled
out across the county in
phases, but bins should be
delivered in our area in
March and April, with
alternate weekly collections
starting in May.
Special arrangements will
be made for residents who
l ive in f lats or other
properties where there are
issues with access.
Specific collection days for
individual properties will
be detailed on stickers
p l aced  on  t he  b i ns

alongside the relevant start
date.
Residents will also receive
a col lect ion calendar
t h r o u g h  t h e i r  d o o r
reminding them which
items should be placed in
the bin and box.Ê
Although in some areas the
new recycling bins will be
delivered a few weeks in
advance of the changes to
collection dates, residents
can begin using them
straight away, putting them
out on their usual collection
day.Ê
The changes will also see
the introduction of a four-
day week, which wil l
minimise the disruption
caused by Bank Holidays.Ê
A leaflet explaining the
new system has now been
delivered to homes across
the county within the
councilÕs new Guide to
Services.
For up-to-date information
about the new rubbish and
recycling system visit
www.durham.gov.uk/bins
and enter your postcode in
the My Durham section or
call 03000 261000.

Spennynews reader Brenda
Sanderson is feeling very
nappy thank you very much,
after winning the prize of a
nappy cake valued at over
£30 in our competition, with
the prize donated by
babypatisserie.com, the new
on-line shop for all your
baby and nursery needs. The
winning entry, drawn

Competition winner Brenda Sanderson

immediately after the
competition closed was Mrs
Sanderson of Ox Close
Crescent. Brenda was
absolutely overjoyed on
seeing the quality and value
of her prize, which contained
a lot more than just nappies,
and you can see from our
photograph what she was
excited about.
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Dear Editor,
Please would you allow me
to thank the fabulous postal
worker who managed to get
a very important letter to me
at work this week, despite
the fact that the address was
incomplete. I don't know
how they did it, but it was a
miracle that it was delivered

Dear Editor
Having just read the letter
submitted by Adam Walker
regarding dogÊfouling in the
woods close to where he
lives, I get the impression
thatÊhe is all for not picking
up!
There is such a problem in
and around Spennymoor at
present, I cannotÊsupport his
theory of not picking up, but
many others must follow
hisÊway of thinking, judging
by the state of the place!
He states that, if left,
excrement dissolves in
weeks, but how manyÊpeople
will have stood in it by then?
Since the 1990s it has been
an offence not to pick up dog
dirt, yetÊduring this winter it
has become an ever

Dear EditorÊ
Readers from Spennymoor
will be pleased to know that
Durham County Council are
recommending that their
Regeneration team are
committed to improve the
local town centres, which
includes Spennymoor. This
follows a site visit with
fellow Councillors and
Regeneration officers that I
initiatedÊlast July.
I have recently taken up this
issue with Senior Officers
from Durham County
Council who share my
concerns and are trying to
move this work forward. I
have pointed out that for

Festival Walk to remain in
administration should not be
an option.
Both Kevin Thompson and
myself  submitted our
suggestion that this area is
demolished and the High
Street re-connected with
traditional shops. However,
full consultation with local
shop owners should take
place.Ê
I welcome the fact that
further discussions are due
to take place within the next
few months.

Liberal Democrat
Councillor Ben Ord,

Durham County Council

i n c r e a s i n g  p r o b l e m
i n Ê w o o d l a n d s ,  o n
bridlepaths, public footpaths.
on public open space and
along grass verges in and
around  Spennymoor.
No-one has any respect
forÊtheir town, but the same
people will be first to shout
if a childÊstands in or falls in
a pile of dog dirt.
If a few of these people are
caught and fined the current
£80, theyÊmay think about
cleaning up after their dogs
and putting the green
bagsÊinto one of the many
red dog waste bins provided
in prominent places in and
around  Spennymoor.
(Name and address supplied
and withheld upon request)

to me.Ê
My place of work was
missing from the address,
and someone had written
"try *******" - Êwhoever
you are at the Post Office -
thank you!
(Name and address supplied
and withheld upon request)

Due to the popularity of the
ÔColour Your LifeÕ Arts on
Prescription classes at the
Pioneering Care Centre on
Fridays, extra adult ÔOpen
ArtsÕ classes are being
offered on Saturday
mornings from 10.00am to
12 noon.Ê The classes are
freeÊfor the first 8 weeks and
thereafter a donation would
be welcomed towards
materials.
A spokesperson said, "This
is a fantastic opportunity to
learn a new craft from
professional artists who are
working in the marketplace

today. Plus all classes take
p l a c e  i n  p l e a s a n t
surroundings and give
everyone the chance to learn
new skills, make new friends
and relax in a friendly
atmosphere."
Paul Stokes is a regular at
the Friday afternoon session
and says, "I live in Tow Law
but come to the Colour Your
Li fe sessions at  the
Pioneering Care Centre
because itÕs such a pleasant
venue and is equipped for
disabled people.ÊI turn up,
get a warm welcome, have
a cuppa and start being

Many of you have already
visited Number 15, the town
centre arts hub run by
Creative Communities,
where there is an ever-
c h a n g i n g  e x h i b i t i o n
available to view, but the
venue is much more than
that. It also forms a teaching
centre, where Master-classes
of many kinds are available
to the public for a small
charge. There are often as
many as three courses
available each day, and here
are just a selection of those
available now.Ê
On Mondays between
1.00pm and 2.30pm you can
study Beading and Bending

creative.ÊThe staff, guest
artists and other members
encourage and praise you to
have a go and to push your
imagination, which makes
you feel good.Ê People
should come along on a
Saturday and rediscover their
artistic skills or learn new
skil ls; IÕd recommend
Colour Your L i fe to
everyone."
Further information from the
Pioneering Care Centre,
CarersÕ Way, Newton
Aycliffe telephone 01325
321234 or email enquiries at
pcp.uk.net.

with Lindsey Peter (£4 per
session). Tuesday offers real
variety, with Action Painting
with Paul Thompson from
10.00am to 12.30pmÊ (£6 per
session), Introduction to
Stitch with Catherine
Howard from 1.00pm to
3.00pm (£5 per session), or
Colour Your Life Ð singing
sessions with the Pioneering
Care Partnership Ð from
3.30pm to 6.00pm (free).
Wednesday offers Textiles
with Namiria Bankhead
from 10.00am to12.00 noon
(£5 per session) or DIY
Survival with Jack Howard
from 1.00pm to 3.00pm (£3
per session). What would

you do when the lights go
out? When the door won't
open? When water drips
through the ceiling? If your
answer to any of those
questions is 'panic!', you'll
benefit from Jack's no-
nonsense advice. Also on
Wednesdays from 6.30pm to
8.30pm the very popular Life
Drawing class with Roland
Keogh.Ê
There are lots of courses
available, and more being
planned for the future.
For more information call in
at 15-17 Festival Walk, visit
their websiteÊwww.number-
15.org or telephone 01388
819944.
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A live music event for young
people proved so popular
that a further two are
p l a n n e d  f o r  n e x t
month.ÊBishop Live Ð Young
PeopleÕs Band Night was
held on Saturday, 4th
February and saw four bands
made up of local musicians
take to the stage.ÊÊ
The Cartoon Room, We
Killed the Base Player, The
Loudest Silence and Lady
Godiva performed at Bishop
Auckland Town Hall as part
of the event organised by
Durham County CouncilÕs
Positive Activities for Young
People Team.Ê

Alison Ghent, area youth
worker, said, "Despite the
snow there was a really good
turn out so we were very
pleased.ÊThanks to all of the
parents who provided
transport to get the bands
there and to all the people
who came to watch.ÊThe
bands and standard of
performance was fantastic-
well done to everybody."
A further two nights are set
to take place on Saturday,
3rd and Saturday, 31st
March.  Anyone interested
in attending or performing
should contact Alison 07825
341218.

Do you own your home, a
vehicle, many possessions
or life insurance? Or are you
planning to marry or
divorce?ÊIf  you have
answered yes to any of these
questions, the next question
you should ask yourself is,
how soon and where can I
draw up a will?Ê
During February, Butterwick
Hospice in Bishop Auckland
is working in partnership
with HewittÕs Solicitors to
help you make a will. All
that they ask is that you make

a donation of £70 for a single
will or £95 for a pair of
matching wills.
Scott Marshall, Fundraiser
for the Butterwick Hospice
at Bishop Auckland said,
"We are really pleased that
Alistair Nattrass from
HewittÕs Solicitors has
agreed to support Butterwick
Hospice by giving up his
time and expertise freely
d u r i n g  o u r  W i l l s
M o n t h . Ê T h r o u g h o u t
February people can tick that
really important item off

their Ôto doÕ list by arranging
an appointment with Alistair.
The cost is fixed to the
customer and al l  the
proceeds will go to support
Butterwick Hospice in
Bishop Auckland."
There are a limited number
of basic wills available under
this scheme, so for further
details or to make an
appointment please call
Alistair Nattrass, Hewitt's
Solicitors 01388 604691,
quoting reference Butterwick
Hospice, Bishop Auckland.

The Child Bereavement
Charity is once again
inviting families to take part
in their annual Snowdrop
Walk at Hardwick Park,
Sedgefield on Sunday,
26thÊFebruary.ÊThe grounds
will be open from 12 noon
until 3.00pm, with an
opportunity for families to
plant snowdrops in memory
of someone special who has
died. Snowdrops will be
available for purchase on
the day and char i ty
volunteers will be on hand

to help with the planting in
the picturesque grounds of
Hardwick Park. A Book of
Remembrance donated by a
bereaved family will be in
a quiet corner for your
individual entries. Arts and
crafts activities will be
taking place in the visitor
centre for children to join in
with and refreshments will
be available to buy from the
Visitor Centre CafŽ.
Ann Chalmers, Chief
Executive of the Child
Bereavement Charity, said,

"This is a special day in the
C h i l d  B e r e a v e m e n t
CharityÕs calendar and the
funds raised will go towards
our vital work supporting
grieving families when a
child dies or is bereaved.
We hope many people will
come along to join us on the
day."
Entrance is free, however
donations will be gratefully
received.Ê
For more information email
events@childbereavement.
org.uk or call 01494 568912.

The Town Quiz, which was
launched three years ago,
has been very successful and
Spennymoor Town Mayor
Cllr Bill Waters is hoping
that  th is  year is  no
exception.ÊThe date for your
diary isÊWednesday, 4th
April from 7.30pm.
Cllr Waters invites, "I am
asking for teams of four
p layers,  represent ing
community organisations
within the town (e.g.
churches, school staffs,
clubs, pubs, businesses, etc.)

to take part in this event.ÊIt
is hoped that this will be a
bit of fun, as well as having
a serious side and that the
winners will be the proud
recipients of the Town Quiz
Trophy, which has been
sponsored by a local, well
known business."
Team entry costs £20 (£5
per player) and includes a
Pie and Pea Supper. Entry
f o r m s  a n d  f u r t h e r
information can be obtained
from the Town Hal l
01388Ê815276.




